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LOGLINE
On her 16th birthday, Emily runs away from her foster home and, with the help of her new friend 
Arden, sets out on a road trip to break her father out of a psychiatric institution.

SHORT SYNOPSIS
 Emily has been living in a foster home ever since her father was institutionalized after her mother’s 
death. Still, she keeps in touch with him through the birthday cards he sends her every year. As 
Emily starts at a new school, she catches the attention of her shy classmate Arden. When her father 
doesn’t send a birthday card on her 16th birthday, Emily decides to take matters into her own hands. 
Enlisting Arden’s help, she runs away, and the pair set out on a road trip to break her father out of 
the psych ward. As their journey progresses, Emily and Arden must depend on each other as they 
learn about life, love, loss, and letting go.

TECH SPECS
Run Time:   94 min
Aspect Ratio:  1.85:1
Format:  HD
Sound:   Dolby 5.1
Country:   Ireland
Language:   English 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
My wife wants me to be a novelist. An easier life. But I’m not a novelist. I’m a film 
maker. A writer and director. And once you find out what it is that moves and shakes 
you, you don’t want to do or be anything else. Every profession is inconvenient to ALS 
(except perhaps a novelist or a mathematician...). But we don’t choose what moves us, 
what drives us. It chooses us. Just like ALS chose me. You are what you are. It’s up to 
you what you choose to do about it. 

There is a certain sickness to always wanting a happy ending, if the desire for it is 
driven by a fear of seeing things as they are. Popular media is rife with that desire. 
But there is another impulse, much deeper than fear. The will to live. To live with the 
sadness, loss and love that is this life. To navigate it. To not give up. That is Emily’s 
story. 

Emily fascinates me. Because I believe in redemption. I believe in the power to 
take what life throws at you and to slowly come back, to take all you have and not 
be crushed to death by sadness and loss. This is a story of redemption. People are 
crushed every day by sadness and loss. This is not an attempt to say otherwise. This is 
just a story where that doesn’t happen. 

The genesis of this story was a single line that I wrote on a piece of paper: “Life 
happens quickly, like mountains in the background, and you wake up one day... ” 
Robert’s, Emily’s father, story began for me when one day I heard my wife’s friend tell 
Ruth about her Uncle, who on the birth of his first child, immediately left the hospital 
and went to the library, driven by the fear that when confronted with his baby and 
being a father, he knew nothing. 
 
The third angle of the story is Arden, who is driven by love. The quest for love shapes 
his life. And he will find it. 

Simon Fitzmaurice
Writer and Director



CRITICAL PRAISE
“Brings to mind Terrence Malick’s Days of Heaven 

or Wim Wenders’ Wings of Desire.”
VARIETY

“Life-affirming and truly extraordinary.”
FILM IRELAND

“One of the great films of 2015.”
UNSEEN FILMS

“A beautiful film full of stunning imagery 
and even more poignant poetry.”

UNDER THE RADAR

“A teen road movie that’s well worth the mileage.”
THE IRISH TIMES

“A film with great heart.”
IRISH INDEPENDENT

http://variety.com/2015/film/news/my-name-is-emily-als-simon-fitzmaurice-1201591949/
http://filmireland.net/2015/07/21/review-of-irish-film-at-galway-film-fleadh-my-name-is-emily/
https://unseenfilms.blogspot.com/2015/09/my-name-is-emily-2015-toronto-2015.html
http://www.undertheradarmag.com/reviews/my_name_is_emily/
http://www.irishtimes.com/culture/film/my-name-is-emily-review-a-teen-road-movie-that-s-well-worth-the-mileage-1.2600602
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/movies/movie-reviews/cinema-review-my-name-is-emily-a-film-with-great-heart-34591418.html


Director Simon Fitzmaurice On Working With Evanna Lynch
Emily was the absolute key to this film so we spent the longest time looking for the right person. 
We held auditions all over Ireland. Dublin, Cork, Galway and Belfast. And I thank my lucky stars that 
somehow the script made it to Evanna Lynch. And luckily Evanna fell in love with the character of 
Emily, deeply and personally. Evanna made self tape auditions from America and her passion for 
the character was crystal clear. Evanna draws from deep personal experience and rigorous research 
and reflection in creating her character. We talked so much that Evanna knew Emily better than me. 
Working with Evanna was an education for me. Evanna disappeared into Emily. So directing her was 
a process of having a dialogue directly with the character, which made for a very smooth dynamic on 
set. I could not have asked or hoped for a better lead for our film.

EVANNA LYNCH - Emily
Evanna Lynch is an Irish actress. Her acting career began in 2007 
when she competed in an open audition against nearly 15,000 
girls and won the key, fan-favorite role of Luna Lovegood in the 
Harry Potter franchise. She appeared in the final four movies of the 
series, which combined grossed over $4 billion at the worldwide 
box office. She also voiced the character in the Harry Potter 
video games. Evanna continues to act and does charity work for 
organizations such as the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland and 
the Harry Potter Alliance, of which she is a member of the Board of 
Advisors.



GEORGE WEBSTER - Arden 
George can soon be seen as the male lead, in Sky’s The Last 
Dragon Slayer, which will transmit on Christmas Day. He also 
recently wrapped on series 2 of Versailles for Canal +, the first 
series of which recently transmitted on BBC2. Other credits include 
Megan Leavey, opposite Kate Mara, E4’s Tripped, opposite Blake 
Harrison, and the independent feature My Name is Emily, starring 
opposite Michael Smiley and Evanna Lynch. He is currently shooting 
Genius: Einstein, directed by Ron Howard and starring Geoffery 
Rush.

MICHAEL SMILEY - Robert
Actor, writer and comedian Michael Smiley is well known for his 
2011 role as hit man Gal, in Ben Wheatley’s Kill List (for which he 
won Best Supporting Actor at the British Independent Film Awards 
and Best Actor at the Total Film Frightfest), and cycle courier Tyres, 
in cult TV series Spaced. Other roles include the devilish O’Neill in 
A Field in England (2013), computer expert Benny, in BBC 1’s multi 
award winning Luther, George Lusk in the BBC’s Ripper Street and 
Baxter in Channel 4’s Black Mirror’s “White Bear” episode. In 2014 
he appeared as Reynolds with Jude Law and Ben Mendelsohn in 
Kevin McDonald’s Black Sea, and as Shannon alongside Stephen 
Graham in David Leon’s Orthodox. Most recently, he appeared in 
The Lobster (2016) with Colin Farrel and Rachel Weisz.

On Working With George Webster
I wanted someone very specific for the role of Arden in My Name is Emily. We looked for a long 
time. And then I saw George. Straight away I knew he was Arden. We were looking for someone who 
was vulnerable in their confidence. Confusing? Absolutely. We needed someone completely natural, 
someone at ease and embarrassed simultaneously. Tall order. George Webster had that perfect 
paradox to bring our character to life. Working with George, and I mean this most sincerely, was just 
wonderful. Nothing is a problem just an exciting challenge to George. My direction, I think, is subtle 
enough, just a nudge in a different angle. And George responds in delicate nuance. Again and 
again, tirelessly passionate and creative.

On Working With Michael Smiley
Michael has so much experience he brought a lovely presence to the set. He was hugely passionate 
about the script and about playing the role of Robert. Michael brought that passion to the shoot, 
giving every scene everything he had. Working with that level of intensity was a joy for me.



SIMON FITZMAURICE
Writer, Director
Simon Fitzmaurice is an award-winning writer and 
film director. His recently published memoir It’s Not 
Yet Dark was a #1 bestseller in his home country of 
Ireland. His films have won prizes at film festivals all 
over the world, including Best Short Film at the Cork 
Film Festival and the Belfast Film Festival (twice), 
the Grand Jury Prize at Opalcine, the Jimmy Stewart 
Memorial Award at the Heartland Film Festival, and 
the Jury Award at the Palm Springs International Film 
Festival. His short film The Sound of People was an 
official selection at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival.

Shortly after that film’s premiere, Simon was diagnosed 
with ALS. Now completely paralyzed, Fitzmaurice wrote the script for My Name Is Emily through the 
movement of his eyes using state of the art iris recognition software. This is also how he communicated 
with cast and crew while directing the film’s six-week shoot.

SIMON’S JOURNEY TO MAKE MY NAME IS EMILY
Vanity Fair - “Help Simon Fitzmaurice, Filmmaker With A.L.S., Direct His First Feature”

Screen International - “How Simon Fitzmaurice battled MND to make ‘My Name Is Emily’”
The Irish Times - “Simon Fitzmaurice: ‘I’m a bit of a stubborn bastard’”

RTÉ - “My Name Is Emily - RTÉ’s Morning Edition”
Indiegogo Campaign

http://www.vanityfair.com/news/daily-news/2013/11/simon-fitzmaurice-als
http://www.screendaily.com/news/production/how-simon-fitzmaurice-battled-mnd-to-make-my-name-is-emily/5100791.article
http://www.irishtimes.com/culture/film/simon-fitzmaurice-i-m-a-bit-of-a-stubborn-bastard-1.2270967
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AFFmouL_Qg
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/my-name-is-emily/


PRODUCERS

LESLEY MCKIMM
Lesley McKimm has over 25 years experience in the Independent film & TV industry – she has 
worked for 20 of those as a producer, for the last 10 years running Irish company Newgrange Pic-
tures with fellow producer Jackie Larkin. Films at Newrange include the upcoming feature docu-
mentary It’s Not Yet Dark, directed by Frankie Fenton & narrated by Colin Farrell; My Name is Emily 
written & directed by Simon Fitzmaurice; Stella Days, starring Martin Sheen, director Thaddeus 
O’Sullivan; and the romantic comedy Happy Ever Afters, starring golden globe winning actress Sally 
Hawkins, written & directed by Stephen Burke. They also produced drama and documentary series 
for RTE, TV3, TG4 and BBC. 

At Newgrange, she also acted as a co-producer on numerous feature films including this years Nor-
wegian entry for the foreign language Oscars – The King’s Choice (dir Erik Poppe); The Last King (dir 
Nils Gaup); Absolution (Petri Kotwike); A Thousand Times Goodnight (starring Juliette Binoche, dir 
Erik Poppe); Call Girl (dir Mikael Marcimain); and Kill Daddy, Goodnight (dir Michael Glawogger). 

She is a founding member of Women in Film & TV Ireland and a former chair of the Screen Produc-
ers Ireland Film & TV Drama committee. 

In October, she took up a position with the Irish Film Board as a project manager. 

KATHRYN KENNEDY
Winner of the ADIFF Discovery award 2016 and the Bingham Ray New Talent award 2015, Kathryn 
Kennedy is an emerging Irish Producer with her company Kennedy Films, and a member of ACE. 
Kennedy Films’ first feature is 8-time IFTA nominated, My Name is Emily (2015), with writer/director 
Simon Fitzmaurice, producing together with Newgrange Pictures. My Name is Emily is a teenage 
love story and a road movie, featuring Evanna Lynch (Harry Potter) and Michael Smiley (Kill List, A 
Field in England). The award winning film had its North American Premiere at the prestigious Toronto 
Film Festival 2015. Kennedy’s first feature documentary It’s Not Yet Dark, directed by Frankie Fenton, 
is based on the best-selling book of the same name written by Simon Fitzmaurice and narrated by 
Colin Farrell. It will premiere at the Sundance Film Festival 2017. 

Kathryn represented Ireland at the Toronto Film Festival’s Producer’s Lab 2016. Currently she has two 
fiction films in development with the Irish Film Board: The Indecents by David Turpin (The Lodgers), 
and In Future by Kevin Lehane (Grabbers).



CREW

Written and Directed by
Produced by

Executive Producer

Support Director
Director of Photography

Production Designer
Edited by

Costume Designer
Original Music by

Casting Director
Co-Producers

Simon Fitzmaurice
Lesley McKimm
Kathryn Kennedy
Jackie Larkin

Liz Gill
Seamus Deasy
John Hand
Emer Reynolds

Judith Williams
Stephen McKeon
Amy Rowan
Mimmy Spang
Rebecka Lafrenz
Finn Gjerdrum
Stein B. Kvae

CREDITS

CAST

Emily 
Arden 

Robert
 Dr. Golding 

Swimming Teacher 
Granny

Young Emily 
Emily’s Mother

June
 Arden’s Father
Arden’s Mother

Teacher
Bearded Teacher
Young Policeman

Squarehead
Nurse

Evanna Lynch 
George Webster 
Michael Smiley 
Barry McGovern 
Martin McCann 
Stella McCusker 
Sarah Minto
Deirdre Mullins
Ally Ní Chiaráin
Declan Conlon
Ali White
Cathy Belton
Michael Hough
Dónall Ó’Héalaí
John Travers
Catherine Walsh 

In Association With

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland and the Irish Film Board


