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Deep in the 
summer heat of 
Buenos Aires, 
Marcela is faced 
with the task 
of purging the 
apartment of 
her recently 
deceased sister, 
all while being 
drawn into an 
illicit affair with a 
younger man.  

SYNOPSIS
It’s summertime in Buenos Aires, 
and Marcela’s sister has suddenly 
passed away. As Marcela grieves, she 
must also face the painful process 
of purging her sister’s apartment of 
possessions, photographs, and family 
heirlooms. When Nacho, a young 
friend of her daughter’s, offers to help 
her, she finds unexpected comfort. 
Their relationship deepens into 
something more romantic as they go 
on road trips and adventures together. 
During these difficult and confusing 
days, Marcela’s past and present 
become intertwined and she begins 
to question her sense of self, as the 
imminence of everyday life pushes in.









They say we are born into other people’s words, lines, plans, and that when we 
leave this world, we will remain in the words that will come after us. This film is a 
query into the continuous cycle in which we exist, we are complemented, and we 
become something else. 

When the lead, Marcela, loses her sister, a part of her tangible world is lost as 
well: the talks they used to have, their similar way of arranging objects at home, 
the shared anecdotes, the grimaces, the emotions. She is left with the void of 
now becoming the oldest member in her family. She experiences the beginning 
of a transformation. In a privileged state of quiet reflection, she is forced to 
acknowledge her own finiteness, which enables her to make more authentic 
choices. The film embarks on Marcela’s personal journey, as she encounters both a 
lack of meaning as well as an immediate urge to retrieve it in her every step. There 
is a transition between two spaces: the more familiar and everyday-related one, 
embodied by the typical chores and tasks involved with taking care of a family and 
working out problems alongside others, and the more vertiginous, cyclical, eternal 
one, related to questioning the meaning of things. 

This film comes from my urge to reflect upon the way we deal with grief, what gets 
transformed within us, how we spend our time, and about the vividness of living riskily.
The narrative form is based on the unusual, the transitory, the continuation of 
situations that lead to unexpected consequences, where objects, dialogues, and 
spaces are linked as they push the group of people forward, like they were atoms 
drawn together and pulled apart. Each culture has to find a narrative form that 
matches its idiosyncrasy, and I believe that the nature of our national identity is 
related to some sort of transitory feeling, in which things can change any time. The 
characters in the film are conscious that they are here in transit, not really attached 
to anything and living in an inadequate world they constantly try to fit in, where old 
plans are cancelled as new ones emerge. I’m interested in provoking that sense 
of vertigo upon reality, in which the elements presented as essential become less 
meaningful to make way for new conflicts that were immersed but have started to 
surface surreptitiously.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 





-What will the drops do?
-They will try and blend 
into one drop that has the 
same vapor pressure level 
around it, to create a more 
stable scenario. Okay?



—It escapes from the liquid 
and turns into a vapor. 
—So, how many molecules 
are escaping?



MARÍA ALCHÉ - DIRECTOR
María Alché is an Argentinian film 
director, actress, and photographer.
She studied Philosophy at Buenos 
Aires University (UBA), and graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree at 
ENERC (Institute of Film and Audio 
Visual Experimentation). She has 
starred in numerous art-house films, 
has directed several short films, like 
Gulliver, Noelia, Winter 3025, among 
others, and produced her own 
photographic work, Fakes, for which 
she received awards worldwide. 
Developing her own language and 
navigating through specific topics 
such as family, emotional bonds, 
time, space, and suspense, her film 
work went into competition in various 
film festivals around the world, such 
as Locarno, San Sebastián, New 
Directors, New Films (NY) Rotterdam 
ZINEBI, Fribourg Film Festival, Bafici, 
Toulouse Film Festival, La Havana 
Film Festival, Milano, receiving awards 
worldwide. A retrospective of her 
work also took place in Valdivia Film 
Festival. A Family Submerged is 
her directorial debut, which world-
premiers at Locarno Film Festival, 
and has already participated in TyPA 
Lab, 3 Puertos Cine (Bal, Australab, 
Cinemart), and Work In Progress San 
Sebastián.
 

MERCEDES MORÁN
Mercedes Morán is one of the most 
prestigious Argentinian actresses of 
her generation. Her work on the big 
screen is linked to several important 
directors, such as Lucrecia Martel (La 
ciénaga, La niña santa), Walter Salles 
(Diarios de motocicleta), Luis Ortega 
(El Ángel), Pablo Larraín (Neruda), 
Andrés Wood (Araña), and Juan José 
Campanella (Luna de Avellaneda), 
among others, participating with 
several of these films in the official 
competitions of the most important 
international film festivals (Cannes, 
San Sebastián, Berlin, and New York, 
to name a few).

Moreover, she embraces a vast career 
in theater, where she took part in 
El último de los amantes ardientes, 
Ángeles perdidos, Monólogos 
de la vagina, Pequeños crímenes 
conyugales, Agosto and Ay, Amor 
divino, a one-woman show about her 
own life, which she also wrote. 
With the role of Roxy in the primetime 
TV show Gasoleros, she raised the bar 
for a new acting style in Argentinian 
telenovela. She was honored with 
five Martín Fierro awards (1997,1998, 
2008, 2011, and 2012), in addition to 
the ACE, Estrella de Mar, and Clarín 
awards, among many others. 

ESTEBAN BIGLIARDI
He was born in 1973, and his acting 
career started at 33 years old.
A former lawyer and lifeguard, he 
took extensive drama training with 
Alejandro Catalan, Guillermo Angelleli, 
and Javier Daulte.

In 2005, he co-founded El Silencio, a 
theater company, and he performed 
in three of the plays in Buenos Aires, 
Europe, and South America. He also 
had a role in Mauricio’s Kartún’s Ala 
de Criados.

He has worked in many feature 
films, such as Un mundo misterioso, 
Secuestro y muerte, Villegas, 
Cetáceos, La cordillera, Jauja, Cómo 
funcionan casi todas las cosas, 
El jugador, El aprendiz, Muere, 
monstruo, muere, in addition to other 
productions that have been screened 
at Cannes, Berlin, and Toronto, among 
others. He is currently shooting Morir 
de amor.

MARCELO SUBIOTTO
Marcelo Subiotto took drama studies 
at the Escuela Municipal de Arte 
Dramático de Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
He has worked in many theater 
productions in Argentina’s national 
playhouses, and also as an actor, 
director, and playwright within the 
independent theater scene, where he 
founded Puerta Roja, a theater that 
was open between 2002 and 2012. 
As an actor, he has participated in 
varied productions in international 
theater festivals across Europe, 
the Americas, and Asia. He has 
worked with many directors, such as 
Jorge Lavelli, Robert Sturúa, Daniel 
Veronese, 
Emilio García Webbi, Mariano 
Pensotti, and Villanueva Cosse, 
among others. 

For film, he starred in Ariel Rotter’s La 
luz incidente, Andrea Testa’s La larga 
noche de Francisco Sanctis, Armando 
Bo’s Animal, Diego Lerman’s Mientras 
tanto, as well as other movies that 
were presented at different film 
festivals across the globe, such as 
Cannes, San Sebastián, and Mar 
del Plata. He has been honored with 
several awards and nominations.



PASTO
PASTO is a production company founded in 2010 by 
Bárbara Francisco, with the aim of producing art-house films 
and revealing new local talents. 
In PASTO we believe in the challenge of producing and 
enriching the filmmakers’ world. 
We produce each film in a unique way, through the entire 
creative process, from concept to distribution.
 
FILMOGRAPHY
2018
Familia sumergida
María Alché
Cineasti del Presente Locarno
Cine en Construcción, San Sebastián
2016
El rey del Once
Daniel Burman
Panorama Official Selection, Berlin
2016
La helada negra
Maximiliano Schonfeld
Panorama Official Selection, Berlin
2015
El incendio
Juan Schnitman
Panorama Official Selection, Berlin
2013
Germania
Maximiliano Schonfeld
Special Jury Award, Bafici
2011
El estudiante
Santiago Mitre
Special Jury Award, Locarno

CURRENT PROJECTS
El empleado y el patrón
Manolo Nieto 
Uruguay  In Development
La Guerra del Chaco 
Diego Mondaca  
Bolivia  In postproduction

BUBBLE PROJECT
BUBBLES PROJECT is an independent production 
company based in Río de Janeiro, founded by Tatiana Leite 
in 2012. The company is involved in coproduction, and into 
discovering emerging talents in Brazil, and abroad.

FILMOGRAPHY
2018
Loveling, (Benzinho) 
Gustavo Pizzi
World Cinema Dramatic Competition Sundance 2018, 
Rotterdam Film Festival 2018, Karlovy Vary 2018)
2018
Familia sumergida
María Alché
Cineasti del Presente Locarno
2018
Pendular
Julia Murat 
FIPRESCI award at Panorama Section of Berlinale 2017)
2015
Hopefuls (Aspirantes)
Ives Rosenfeld
Carte Blanche Locarno Film Festival 2014, Karlovy Vary 
(New Directors Competition)
 
CURRENT PROJECTS
Nona
Camila Jose Donoso 
(Jeonju International Film Festival 2018) - Postproduction
Cora
Gustavo Rosa de Moura and Matías Mariani
Postproduction
Neuros
Guilherme Coelho 
(Paris Coproduction Village 2017) - Development
The Inheritance
João Cândido Zacharias 
(Far East Film 2017) - Development
Porcupine
Eva Randolph
Development
3RD Rule
Julia Murat
Development

PANDORA FILM
PANDORA FILM was founded in 1981, and has established 
itself as a leading distribution company in Frankfurt, 
specializing in foreign art-house films. In 1997, they founded 
PANDORA FILM PRODUKTION, as a production division 
based in Cologne. Their aim is to cooperate continuously 
with writers and directors who develop their own and 
unmistakable cinematic language. 

Familia sumergida
María Alché
Cineasti del Presente Locarno
2018
Las herederas
Marcelo Martinessi - Silver Bear for Best Actress, and the 
Alfred Bauer Prize. Berlinale competition
2018
In my Room
Ulrich Köhler
Cannes, Un certain regard
2017
The Other Side of Hope
Aki Kaurismäki
Berlinale Competition, Silver Bear
Toronto Masters
2017
Cocote
Nelson Carlo de los Santos Arias
Locarno, Sign of Life Award, Toronto Wavelengths, 
San Sebastián Horizontes
2016
Paula
Christian Schwochow
Locarno, Piazza Grande
2016
Nocturama
Bertand Bonello
Toronto Competition, San Sebastián Competition
2016
Marija
Michael Koch
Locarno Competition
Toronto Discovery
 
CURRENT PROJECTS
High Life, Claire Denis, Postproduction
Gundermann, Andreas Dresen, Postproduction
Monos, Alejandro Landes, Postproduction
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—Where would you go?
—Far away. Maybe to the beach... 
or the mountains. 
—Your laughter is contagious.



A FAMILY SUBMERGED
FAMILIA SUMERGIDA

Director
María Alché

Production Houses 
Pasto, 
Bubbles Project, 4 ½ and 
Pandora Filmproduktion GMBH

Specifications
Original title Familia Sumergida 
English title A Family Submerged 
Fiction Drama 
Countries Argentina, Brazil, Germany and Norway
Language Spanish
Year 2018 
Running time 91min 
Color Color 
Aspect ratio 1:1.85  
Sound 5.1 
Format DCP 

Labs and Markets 
3 PUERTOS
TYPA, TALENT CAMPUS BERLÍN
TORONTO LAB
65o Festival Internacional 
de Cinema de San Sebastián
Cinema en Construcción, 2017 

Festival Premiere
71o Festival Internacional 
de Cinema de Locarno
Cineasti del Presente Competiton, 2018

CAST 
Marcela 
Mercedes Morán
Nacho 
Esteban Bigliardi
Jorge 
Marcelo Subiotto
Luisa 
Laila Maltz
Nahuel  
Federico Sack
Jimena  
Ia Arteta 
Paloma 
Claudia Cantero   
Titán  
Luiz Carlos Vasconcelos  

CREW
Director María Alché
Screenwriter María Alché 
Producer Bárbara Francisco 
Coproducers Tatiana Leite, Christoph Friedel, 
Claudia Steffen, Turid Oversveen
Associated Producers TvZero
Cinematography Hélène Louvart
Editor Livia Serpa
Production Designer Mariela Rípodas 
Costume Designer Mercedes Arturo
Sound Director Julia Huberman
Make up Marisa Amenta
Soundtrack Luciano Azzigotti
Cover Photo Nora Lezano
Graphic design Alejandro Ros

Produced by 
Pasto in Coproduction with Bubbles Project, 
Pandora Film Produktion and 4 1/2.

CONTACT 
Tatiana Leite
tatiana@bubblesproject.com.br 
+ 55 21 99307-461

María Alché
maria.alche@gmail.com
+ 54 9 11 69659531

Bárbara Francisco
barbara@pastocine.com.ar

IG: @pastocine
FB: PASTOCINE
vimeo
pastocine.com.ar

US DISTRIBUTION
Monument Releasing
releases@monumentreleasing.com 
+ 1 718 383 5352
www.monumentreleasing.com
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